Dealing with drugs: heroin abuse as a social problem.
Reported here are attitudes and perceptions regarding heroin control, prevention, and treatment obtained in a survey of community leaders in four high drug traffic and drug use neighborhoods in New York City. Studies in the past have focused on the causes and consequences of heroin use primarily from the standpoint of the drug user. Operationalizing the tenet that heroin abuse is a social problem, this study develops an ecological paradigm for analyzing the effects on neighborhoods of illicit drugs and of prevention, intervention, and treatment policies. The research was undertaken in 1981 for the New York State Heroin and Alcohol Study Commission. It demonstrates the importance of including community perspectives in policy decisions and the usefulness of a study group of community leaders as a reliable source of this information.